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cation would only be necessary in case Serbia should win
decisively and a "Great Serbia" threaten to arise. ... I
called the Minister's attention to the fact that, just as Rus-
sian intervention on behalf of Serbia might call forth counter
action by Austria-Hungary, just so Austrian interference
against Serbia would bring Russia to a counter action.
Berchtold observed, "Perhaps."166
Two days later Berchtold again expressed his anxieties
to the German Ambassador, who reported to Berlin:
Count Berchtold asked me to call on him today* The
Minister said he considered it his duty not to leave the
German Government in the dark as to the gravity of the
position for the Monarchy, The South Slav question, that
is to say, undisturbed possession of the provinces inhabited
by South Slavs, is a vital question for the Monarchy as
well as for the Triple Alliance. The Monarchy's South
Slav provinces could not be held if Serbia became too power-
ful. As to that, all competent opinions here agree. The
Monarchy might accordingly possibly be compelled to in-
tervene, in the event of Serbia inflicting a crushing defeat
on Bulgaria in conjunction with Rumania and Greece, and
annexing tracts of country in excess of the territory of
Old Serbia, or something approximating to that. Serbia
cannot be left in possession of Monastir, in any case.
To my question, when and how he thought of interven-
ing, the Minister replied that it would no doubt be possible
to find the psychological moment. Naturally he could not
say anything now as to the method of procedure; that would
depend on circumstances. He thought they would have to
begin with a diplomatic conversation in Belgrade, which
must be supported by military pressure, if it led to no con-
clusion. Then, if Russia came into the arena, St. Petersburg
would become the scene of action.
The Minister again expressed a hope that the Monarchy's
difficult position would be understood in Berlin, Far from
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